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The Iona Col-
lege Department 
of Mass Comm 
recognized Dr. 
Jim Eggensperger 
at a Sept. 11 
faculty meeting 
for his 13 years as 
the Mass Commu-
nication gradu-
ate director. Dr. 
Eggensperger’s 
tenure spanned 
three department 
chairs and included the oversight of the intro-
duction and development of the New York City 
satellite site at Rockefeller Center. At the meet-
ing Chairman Dr. Robert Petrausch, on behalf 
of the department, presented Dr. Eggensperger 
with an engraved box to recognize his service to 
the department. Dr. Eggensperger, ever modest, 
credited the entire faculty for supporting and 
helping to develop the graduate public relations 
program, saying it was a team effort.  
        Dr. Petrausch then acknowledged Dr. Jack 
Breslin as the new graduate director. Dr. Breslin 
has devoted significant time and effort as part  of 
the public relations graduate program.

            

 
The Mass Comm Department hosted a 

reaccreditation team from the Accreditation 
Council on Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication from Feb. 1 through Feb. 4. 
The visit was part of the year-long renewal 
process of the department’s accreditation 
that takes place evert six years. Iona Col-
lege is one of the select few area colleges 
to be accredited by ACEJMC. Led by Dr. 
Anthony Kelso, the department put together a 
large report detailing how it had lived up the 
ACEJMC’s nine core values, including schol-
arship, teaching, service and diversity. The 
five-person reaccredidation committee, made 
up of prefessors from the University of North 
Carolina, Penn State University,  Winston-Sa-
lem University, Loyola College (Chicago) and 
Ohio University, braced a winter storm to visit 
Iona, meeting with professors and students, 
sitting in on classes and examining depart-
ment facilities. The committee seemed quite 
impressed with the department and issued 
a favorable preliminary report. Department 
Chairman Dr. Robert Petrausch would like 
to thank Dr. Kelso and the rest of the faculty, 
the staff and the students for their cooperation 
during the team’s visit.    
 

Dr. Breslin also noted that Dean Sibdash 
Ghosh reported at the Graduate Council 
meeting that he was delighted with how the 
Coligio Lincoln summer porgram and Barce-
lona reciprocal program have gone.

The Department of Mass Communication 
would like to thank Dr. Eggensperger for his 
dedication to the Iona College Mass Commu-
nication program and wish the best of luck to 
the new graduate director, Dr. Breslin!   

 Dr. Robert Petrausch 
(right) presents engraved 
box to Dr. Jim Eggens-
perger (left) in honor of his 
work as  the Mass Commu-
nication Graduate Director.

 Dr. Jack Breslin is the new 
Mass Communication 
Graduate Director.

New Graduate 
Director

The Accreditation Council on  
Education in Journalism and Mass  
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New for 
Fall 2015!
Iona’s Mass Comm 

Department has introduced 
a 4+1 accelerated 

undergraduate/graduate 
degree for the public relations 

concentration.



  

 
Department of Mass Communication 
Prepares Students for NBC Universal 

Internship Recruitment Event

Mass Comm students Michelle Doohan ’15, Saman-
tha Gervasio ’15, Kenny Reischmann ’15 and  Ian 
Sacks ’16 await their interview with NBC

More than 35 undergraduate students attended 
this semester’s internship information sessions on 
Sept. 30, 2014 and February 12th, 2015 hosted by 
Dr. Orly Shachar to gain insight into the process 
of finding and securing an internship.

With internships becoming more competitive 
than ever, the department urges students to set 
themselves apart from other candidates by stay-
ing ahead of the game and applying early with 
a strong resume, cover letter and supplementary 
materials. The focus of the info session was to 
educate students on how to search for internships 
by taking advantages of the Department of Mass 
Comm internship board, mass emails and Career 
Service’s GAELlink. 

Additionally, Dr. Shachar spoke about course 
MCO 498 and how to earn credit for an intern-
ship. It is a course that partners with the intern-
ship organization to gauge students’ professional-
ism, work ethic and hirability. Students also work 
with Dr. Shachar on several writing assignments 
for the course. 

In addition to assisting Mass Communication 
students in obtaining professional internships 
through alumni contacts and weekly emails to 
students alerting them to current opportunities, 
the department was very excited to host an onsite 
recruitment event this year. NBC Universal came 
to the Iona College Department of Mass Comm-

unication Tuesday, Oct. 14 to interview stu-

for internship opportunities at its corporate 
headquarters in Stamford, Conn. More than 30 
students dressed to impress with resumes in 
hand prepared to showcase their potential to 
the NBC representatives.

“NBC Universal has provided Mass Com-
munication majors with a great opportunity to 
showcase their talents while seeking industry-
based experiences,” Dr. Orly Shachar, Mass 
Comm professor and internship coordinator, 
said. “This on-campus recruiting event al-
lowed students to interview with this organi-
zation in a familiar environment.  Some of our 
students received immediate feedback on their 
resumes and career preparations.” 

 Recalling the atmosphere in the department 
during the interviews, Dr. Shachar continued, 
“There was a great excitement on our floor...
and I hope our students’ engagement, enthusi-
asm and dedication came through.” 

 It appears that more than just enthusi-
asm came through in the student interviews. 
NBC recognized the talent and aptitude of 
our students and offered coveted internships 
to sophomore honors student and broadcast 
media major Tara Vaughan, junior broadcast 
media major Julia  Klingler and senior broad-
cast media major Spring Gonzalez one week 
after the on-campus interviews. 

Vaughan said she did not expect to receive 
an offer and had attended the event for experi-
ence interviewing. She said the NBC represen-
tatives were easy to talk to and made the inter-
view “feel like a conversation.” Klingler said 
she was “shocked and thrilled” to receive the 
offer. NBC asked about her experience study-
ing abroad and her mission trip in Dublin. 

Klingler was also able to relate to the 
representative because they are both from 
Long Island, but ultimately believes that her 
extracurriculars and minor in social work set 
her apart from other candidates.

NBC also selected seniors Sam Gervasio 
and Joffe Pastera for internships, all of which 
began in January, 2015 in Stamford.  

 

Graduate Success:
 Alumnus Hired at SNY
   Mike Ritz  
   ’13 has
   accepted  
   an offer  
   as a pro-  
   duction  
   assistant  
   at 
SportsNet New York. Congratulations 
from all of us at IC Mass Communica-
tion, Mike!
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Club & Department 
Highlights

• This year, the department welcomed 

our new academic advisor, Kathy 

Dowden. 

• In November, the department 

collected donations for Iona’s annual 

Thanksgiving basket to support 

Abraham House in South Bronx, 

HOPE Community Services in New 

Rochelle and the Greyson Foundation 

in Yonkers. 

• The department would like to 

congratulate the Ionian for entering 

some of its better work in the Society 

for Professional Journalists Mark of 

Excellence regional awards for college 

newspapers. One of our students, 

Ian Sacks, placed in the awards for 

sports column writing. This is a great 

honor for Ian, the Ionian and the Mass 

Communication Department.

• On April 20th, ICTV held their 4th 

annual film festival in the La Penta 

Endzone. 

• PRSSA welcomed guest speaker, 

Christina Rae, President and CEO of 

Buzz Creators Inc. PR Firm.

• The Advertising Club, welcomed guest 

speaker Diana Chisis, Advertising 

Executive from AY Digital and Iona 

alumn, who spoke about the real world 

of advertising and landing your first 

job.



  

 
Students 
in MCO 
200 
visited a 
taping of 
the Bill 
Cunning-
ham Show 
on Nov. 
14, getting 
a behind-
the-scenes 
look at the  

      ICTV Reflection
     ICTV, Iona’s television station, has made
great strides in the last year. Housed in the Mass 
Comm Department and making use of the depart-
ment’s state-of-the-art equipment, the station has 
featured the professional-level work of students. 
Not surprisingly, the station’s signature show, 
“Inside Iona,” has been picked up for rebroadcast
by local public access cable stations. 
     ICTV president Kyle Byrne ’15, who also 
serves as the host and executive producer of
 “Inside Iona”,sees the station moving in a positive
direction. “Our club continues to grow in membership, quality, production and 
popularity among the Iona community,” he said. 
     The station launched its second season of “Inside Iona” this year, and thanks to 
the updated equipment, the show if broadcast in high definition. 

     The Mass Comm Department was one of 
the most popular destinations at Iona Col-
lege’s annual Open House for prospective 
students, parents and families on Nov. 2. 
     In addition to asking questions about the 
department, visitors were offered the chance 
to tour the third floor of Murphy Hall, 
including the new equipment in the profes-
sional-quality television studio, led by Mass 
Comm Media Director Michael Damergis. 
About 60 percent of the visitors to the de-
partment’s table also took the tour, accord-
ing to Damergis. Department Chair Robert 
Petrausch was happy with the engagement 
and interest of the prospective students. 

    Dr. Natalie Redcross, a faculty mem-
ber teaching under the public relations 
concentration in the department has had 
a very busy and fruitful year in the area 
of research. Her paper, “Teaching Future 
Professionals to be in the Communica-
tions Mix: Human to Human”, was 
presented at the New York State Com-
munications Association Conference in 
October, 2014. 
    Her article, “The Campus-Wide Pre-
sentation: An Experimental Approach 
to Increasing Student Learning, Growth 
and Marketability” was published in The 
Journal of College Teaching and Learn-
ing, and Intra-Racial Dynamics of Black 
Faculty and Black Students: Barriers to 
Success, which Dr. Redcross co-wrote 
with Dr. Susan Toliver and Dr. Penelope 
Moore, was published in the European 
Scientific Journal. The authors had the 
distinct honor of presenting this paper at 
the European Scientific Institute in Alme-
ria, Spain. In addition to this work, Dr. 
Redcross co-authored  with Dr. Tresmaine 
Grimes, “A Perspective on Teenage 
Magazines and their Continued Focus on 
the Superficial”, published in The Review 
of Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion.        
    The department celebrates the achieve-
ments of its faculty and commends Dr. 
Redcross on a job well done. 

Professor Nadine Barnett 
Cosby Speaks On Panel 

Mass Comm Popular Stop
For Prospective Students 

Students  Go  Behind  the  Scenes            
At The Bill Cunningham Show

Paper by Dr. Redcross

 
      Professor Nadine Barnett Cosby joined 
members of the Iona College community to 
speak on a panel during the annual Week of 
the Peacemaker. The panel, titled “Under-
standing Ferguson: A Conversation about 
Race,” sought to examine the different per-
spectives surrounding this important issue.

Slam Dunk! Students Covering the Westchester Knicks in White Plains
Mass Comm students Anthony Carlo, Joe Archino, Ian Sacks, Ben Vasquez and 

Johnny Diaz have spent the fall semester covering professional basketball. 
The students are providing video and written reports of home games played by the 

Westchester Knicks, the D-League affiliate of the New York Knicks who play their 
games at the Westchester County Center in White Plains. The reports have not only 
appeared on NorthAvenueNation.com, but the team has posted videos and links on its 
Facebook page and Twitter feed. You can see more examples of Iona student work at 
NorthAvenueNation.com and NYSportsMachine.com. 

program.
     Elinor Nelson, ’18 found that the sets are 
actually smaller than they appear on TV. Nel-
son enjoyed the Q&A session with the staff 
as well as sharing the experience with other 
Mass Comm students.  
     Dr. Orly Shachar said it is important for 
students to see what happens behind the 
scenes of a television program. “This media 
field trip was an opportunity for students to 
engage with practitioners and to learn about 
responsibilities on the set,” she said.

Archino, ’16 and Carlo ’15 at the County Center.

Saks, ’16 Carlo,’16 and Archino, ’15 at the County Center.
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In early February, the Mass Communications depart-
ment will be visited by the Accrediting Council of Education 
in Journalism and Mass Communications. Every six years a 
group of five members of the council come to the department 
for reaccreditation. 

 
     
   New Broadcast Media Curriculum

In January, the department of Mass Communication launched 
the first semester of brand new curriculum in its Broadcast Me-
dia concentration.  Changes were made to the Broadcast Media 
curriculum based on the decision to make sure the department 
was preparing students to launch professional careers once they 
graduate. In order to do so, it is essential to stay on top of the 
current trends in the broadcast industry.  

Some of the changes include a revision to the concentration 
name itself, Broadcast Media.  This area was previously referred 
to as TV/Video.  Other changes include the addition of new 
courses such as Digital Production: Studio & Field, Digital Pro-
duction Workshop, Broadcast Newsroom, Sports Production and 
Broadcasting, and On-camera Presence.

The expectation is that this curriculum will fill the void in 
terms of the education students will be receiving in this area of 
concentration. Additionally, the curriculum will also provide 
more insight into the way the industry works while providing 
students with the opportunity to create a reel or a portfolio before 
graduating college.  Professor Nadine Cosby, who joined Iona’s 
Mass Communication department as a full-time faculty member 
in 2013 was instrumental in developing some of the exciting new 
classes. In addition to her busy schedule, Professor Cosby is cur-
rently working towards her PhD.  

     The Department of Mass Communication selects high achiev-
ing juniors and seniors each year to induct in its honor society. 
This year 34 students (picture below) were inducted on April 14 
in front of their friends, family and department faculty and staff. 
     We are pleased to announce that beginning this spring, the de-
partment has also been granted a chapter in the nationally recog-
nized mass communication honor society Kappa Tau Alpha. One 
of the nation’s oldest honor societies, Kappa Tau Alpha, has only 
allowed 96 colleges and universities to house one of its chapters. 
Students in the top 10 percent of their senior class will be eligible 
for induction. Membership in the society is a life-long honor, and 
students can take advantage of scholarship and research opportu-
nities. The ceremony for this induction took place on April 28. 

We are extremely proud to announce that WICR, the 
college’s radio station,was a finalist for four awards from 
the Intercollegiate Broadcasting System. Housed in the 
Mass Comm Department and advised by Media Direc-
tor Mike Damergis, the station was up for Best News 
Interview, Best Specialty Music Show, Best Sports Talk 
Program and Best Use of Social Media. Congratulations 
to the students for their hard work and dedication! The 
awards ceremony took place on March 7. 
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  Congrats WICR! Students Join Honor Societies

Professor Nadine  
Barnett Cosby 


