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  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Andrea Fassacesia Ferlisi ’07 and Amanda 
Zapp ’09 are the perfect models for current 
Iona Mass Communication students: Both 
have gone from the third floor of  Murphy 
to prominent positions as communication 
leaders in their chosen fields.
 Andrea currently serves as the senior 
vice president of  healthcare media at public 
relations giant Weber Shandwick. Named 
to PR Week’s 40 under 40, she is part of  a 
group of  professionals who will shape the 
future of  the industry. Andrea says the media 
classes she took as a public relations major 
at Iona helped her fine-tune her presentation 
skills and interviewing techniques. She also 
credits the internship opportunities she took 
advantage of  as a college student, including 
working on the 2006 Olympics, but she says 
students need to beyond just interning. 
 “Get out there and network,” Andrea 
said. “Go to events. Put yourself  out there 
and introduce yourself. You must keep up to 

date with the 
industry you are 
getting involved 
with.”
 Andrea, who 
also holds a 
master’s degree 
in social and 
behavioral 
studies from 
Mercy College, 

finds that the 
importance the 
Internet now 
plays in the 
public relations 
industry cannot 
be overstated.
 “The 
college must 
implement social media courses as well as 
teach students the importance of  pitching 
media as part of  a campaign,” she said. “The 
importance of  providing students with real 
hands on experience cannot be overlooked.”
 Luckily, as Amanda points out, Iona’s 
Mass Comm Department always aims to 
give students that kind of  experience in their 
classes.
 “Iona provided a real life learning 
environment for the students attending the 
college,” Amanda said. “Since the classes are 
relatively small, students receive more one on 
one attention which ultimately benefits them 
in the long run.”
 Amanda, who is the director of  
marketing and communication at Sagent 
Advisors, learned a lot from the Iona faculty, 
including the talented and experienced 
adjunct who bring real-life experience into 
the classroom. She not only majored in 
advertising in the Mass Comm Department, 
but she also earned an MBA in marketing 
from the Hagan School of  Business. She even 
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Where Are They Now?

Ali Mudano ‘14 Steve Kultzow ‘13 Michael Ritz ‘13
In her time at Iona College, Ali 
Mudano, a journalism major, was 
heavily involved with North Avenue 
Nation and WICR. After earning 
her bachelor’s degree, Mudano was 
hired by the mayor’s office of  the 
City of  Yonkers as a community 
outreach coordinator.

Steve Kultzow served as an assistant 
sports information director and a con-
tent writer for ICGaels.com while ma-
joring in mass comm at Iona. Kultzow 
now works as an instant reply technician 
for Major League Baseball, where he 
compiles video to help umpires make 
decisions on close plays.

Michael Ritz is the assistant director 
of  basketball operations here at Iona 
College. A journalism major in the 
Mass Comm Department, he was 
offered the position after his active 
participation in ICCgaels.com and 
North Avenue Nation during his 
time as an undergrad.

Alumni Spotlight Continued from page 1

served as a graduate assistant in both departments.
 Résumé building was always on Amanda’s mind 
while at Iona, and she urges current students to pay 
attention to building experience while in school to be 
successful in the job market. 
 “It’s not solely about your GPA, but rather; the 
experience and information you attain from your courses in 
college,” she said. “Employers want individuals with prior 
work experience.”
 As such, Amanda encourages students to take 
advantage of  the networking and internship experience 
Iona provides. 

 She also says students have to learn to be team 
players in the workplace and stay to date on the industry. 
But most of  all, Amanda thinks it is important for students 
once employed to dedicate themselves to the job. In fact, 
Amanda has let one word of  advice shape her professional 
career.
 “As a young professional, you should always be 
the first in and the last out in order to standout at the 
workplace,” she said.
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The department of  Mass Communi-
cation launched the first semester of  
a brand new curriculum in January 
for its broadcast media concentration. 
Changes were made to the broadcast 
media curriculum based on the deci-
sion that the college really wanted 
to make sure that the department is 
preparing students to launch profes-
sional careers once they graduate. In 
order to do so, it is essential for us 
to stay on top of  the current trends in the broadcast industry. 
 Some of  the changes include a revision to the con-
centration name itself, Broadcast Media. This area was previ-
ously referred to as TV/Video. Other changes include the ad-
dition of  new courses such as Digital Production: Studio & 
Field, Digital Production Workshop, Broadcast Newsroom, 
Sports Production and Broadcasting, and On-camera Presence. 
 The expectation is that this curriculum will fill 
the void in terms of  the education students will be receiv-
ing in this area of  concentration. Additionally, the cur-
riculum will also provide more insight into the way the 
industry works while providing students with the opportu-
nity to create a reel or a portfolio before graduating college. 
Professor Nadine Cosby, who joined Iona’s Mass Communi-
cation department as a full time faculty member in 2013, was 
instrumental in developing some of  the exciting new classes.

David Cruz ’04, editor-in-chief  for the Norwood News (Bronx, 
N.Y.), spoke to Dr. Breslin’s MC0 200 class. David won an award 
from the New York Press Association for local business coverage.

Lauren Samaha ’14 discussed internships and professional 
practices and fielded questions at a Mass Communication faculty 
meeting. She also spoke to classes taught by Dr.  
Eggensperger and Dr. Shachar. 

Gabrielle N. Simpson ’08 is 
the director of  communications 
of  NBC Universal. She joined 
the Mass Communication 
Department faculty as an 
adjunct teaching graduate public 
relations for the Spring 2015 
semester. Simpson was featured 
in the Ebony Magazine article 
“Black, Fresh & 20-Something.” 

 Mitchell Bard will be the first to 
admit that his dream job would be to 
serve as the goalkeeper for Arsenal, 
the English Football Club, but he’s 
still really happy to have ended up as 
a journalism professor at Iona Col-
lege. A native Long Islander, Mitch-
ell’s ambition when heading off  to 
the Midwest for graduate school 
was to end up at quality liberal arts 
school back in the Northeast, and 
he found that at Iona College. He 
joined the Mass Comm Department 
in August 2013.
 “I wasn’t even supposed to be on the job market for 
another year, but Iona was too good to pass up,” he said.
 Mitchell started his higher education double major-
ing in American Studies and History at Brandies University in 
Massachusetts. He later attended law school at the University 
of  Miami in Florida, but he only practiced law for one year.
 “I wasn’t a big fan of  the daily grind of  practicing 
law,” he said. “I went to law school because I didn’t know 
what else to do and I was interested in the topic.”
 Luckily, he was able to find an alternative career that 
required his legal background, as he took a job as an editor 
of  legal publications. From there, he spent 16 years as a writ-
er and editor for legal and nonlegal publications, from books 
to newsletters to producing content in the early days of  the 
Web. After becoming a featured blogger for the Huffington 
Post, Mitchell decided to revisit an ambition that dated back 
to his early 20s: to earn a PhD and become a professor. He 
returned to graduate school at the University of  Wisconsin in 
Madison in 2009, and he is currently completing his doctoral 
dissertation. He plans on earning his PhD in journalism and 
mass communication at the end of  the year.
 “It was something I always thought about, but I 
wasn’t sure I’d ever be able to actually do it,” he said. “I’m 
glad I did.”
 When asked what advice he would offer to journal-
ism students, Bard said the two key elements most essential 
for success are to learn your craft and write and publish as 
much material as you can.
 “You want to make sure that you know all the little 
pieces that make you a professional,” he said. 
 Bard urged students to write for student media, local 
publications and any other outlet that will publish their work.
  “At a minimum, you should have a blog to show off  
your work,” he said. “Nowadays, you do not need someone 
to give you permission to publish your work; you can do it 
yourself.”
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Dr. Jack Breslin was named the new graduate director of the Mass Communication Department in September. 
He takes over from Dr. Jim Eggensperger, who spent 13 successful years as the graduate director. The department 
recognized Jim’s service, which spanned three department chairs and included the introduction, 
development and oversight of  the New York City satellite site at Rockefeller Center, at a Sept. 
11 faculty meeting. At the meeting, Department Chairman Dr. Robert Petrausch, on behalf  of  
the department, presented Jim with an engraved box to recognize his service. Jim, ever modest, 
credited the entire faculty for supporting and helping to develop the graduate public relations 
program, saying it was a team effort. Bob then acknowledged Jack as the new graduate director, 
noting how well he is positioned to lead the graduate program, having devoted significant time 
and effort to the program in his time at Iona.
 The Department of  Mass Communication would like to thank Jim for his dedication to 
the Iona College Mass Communication program and wish the best of  luck to Jack as the new 
graduate director! 

New Academic Advisor Joins the Department 
Kathy Dowden joined the Department of Mass Communication this past summer 
as the new Academic Advisor and Administrative Assistant after Liz Mastromarino’s 
retirement.
 A recent graduate of  the school counseling graduate program at Long Island Uni-
versity, Kathy brings more than 25 years of  experience in both mass communication and 
education.  Kathy graduated with a Bachelors of  Fine Arts with a concentration of  televi-
sion journalism from New York University in 1986 and worked in a fast-paced newsroom 
before entering the book marketing and promotion industry, where she worked for 10 
years. Taking time off  from the work force for eight years to focus on raising two small 
boys, Kathy then taught preschool for 13 years before deciding to pursue a masters and a 
career in higher education.
 Kathy’s children are now both college students, and in her free time she enjoys 
reading, painting, hanging out with her other children (a yellow lab and a West Highland 
terrier) and watching far too much television.

ACEJMC Reaccreditation Visit a Success
The Mass Comm Department hosted a reaccreditation team from the Accreditation 
Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication from Feb. - Feb. 4.  
The visit was part of  the year-long renewal process of  the department’s accreditation that 
takes place every six years. Iona College is one of  a select few area colleges to be accred-
ited by ACEJMC. Led by Dr. Anthony Kelso, the department put together a large report 
detailing how it had lived up to the organization’s nine core values, including scholarship, 
teaching, service and diversity. The five-person reaccreditation committee, made up of  
professors from the University of  North Carolina, Penn State University, Winston-Salem 
University, Loyola College (Chicago) and Ohio University, braved a winter storm to visit 
Iona, meeting with professors and students, sitting in on classes and examining depart-
ment facilities. The committee seemed quite impressed with the department and issued a 
favorable preliminary report. Department Chairman Dr. Robert Petrausch would like to 

thank Dr. Kelso and the rest of  the faculty, the staff  and the students for 
their cooperation during the team’s visit.

Dr. Petrasuch prepares for the February monthly faculty meeting 
as the department celebrated a successful accreditation visit.
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